
 

I Am Who I Am 

Exodus 3:14 

 

 
13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he 

said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of 

Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you.’” (Exodus 3:13-15) 

 

3:14 

I AM WHO I AM 

1st person singular 

 

imperfect form 

 

of the verb “to be” 

 היה 

 אֶהְיֶה  אֲשֶר אֶהְיֶה 

3:15a 

I AM 

 אֶהְיֶה 

3:15b 

The LORD  =  Yahweh  =  HE IS 
3rd person singular 

 

imperfect form 
 

of the verb “to be” 

 היה 
 יְהוָה 

 

 

  



Meaning of the Name Yahweh 

Exodus 

 

3:13-17 

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has 

sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I 

AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also said 

to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be 

remembered throughout all generations. 16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The 

LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I 

have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 17 and I promise that I will bring you up out of 

the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.” ’ 

6:2-8 

2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as 

God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 4 I also established my 

covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 5 Moreover, 

I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered 

my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an 

outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, 

and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the 

Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give 

it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.’ ” 

15:3 The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name. 

33:18-19 

18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you 

and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 

will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 

34:5-7 

5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The 

LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 

34:10-14 

10 And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant … 11 Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I will 

drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites 

… 13 You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim 14 (for you shall 

worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God) 



 

Yahweh Making a Name for Himself 

Exodus 

 

Exod. 9:16 

13 Then the LORD said to Moses … “present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the 

LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14 For this time I will 

send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so that you may know 

that there is none like me in all the earth. 15 For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you 

and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16 But for this 

purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all 

the earth.” 

2 Sam. 7:23; 

 

cf. 1 Chron. 17:21 

18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is 

my house, that you have brought me thus far? … 23 And who is like your people Israel, the one 

nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, making himself a name and doing for 

them great and awesome things by driving out before your people, whom you redeemed for yourself 

from Egypt, a nation and its gods?” 

Neh. 9:9-12 

9 “And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea, 10 and 

performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for 

you knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is 

to this day. 11 And you divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on 

dry land, and you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a stone into mighty waters. 12 By a pillar of 

cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the way in which 

they should go. 

Isa. 63:11-14 

 11  Then he remembered the days of old,  

of Moses and his people.  

  Where is he who brought them up out of the sea  

with the shepherds of his flock?  

  Where is he who put in the midst of them  

his Holy Spirit,  

 12  who caused his glorious arm  

to go at the right hand of Moses,  

  who divided the waters before them  

to make for himself an everlasting name,  

 13  who led them through the depths?  

  Like a horse in the desert,  

they did not stumble.  

 14  Like livestock that go down into the valley,  

the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.  

  So you led your people,  

to make for yourself a glorious name. 

Jer. 32:20 

6 Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me … 17 Ah, Lord God! … 20 You have shown signs 

and wonders in the land of Egypt, and to this day in Israel and among all mankind, and have made a 

name for yourself, as at this day. 21 You brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with 

signs and wonders, with a strong hand and outstretched arm, and with great terror. 22 And you gave 

them this land, which you swore to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 



Dan. 9:15 

4 I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, saying …  14 “Therefore the Lord has kept ready 

the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the Lord our God is righteous in all the works that he 

has done, and we have not obeyed his voice. 15 And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people 

out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we 

have sinned, we have done wickedly. 16 O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger 

and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy hill” 

 


